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FROM THE RoofTop 
NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL SLATE ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 If you would like to submit a press release, please email all your news to 
joannebaker@slateassociation.org.  Have ideas for an online poll, we’d 
love to hear from you.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

WHO’S NEWS! 
 

The NSA welcomes its newest members 
 

Custom Cupola & Steeple Company – Oakville, ON Canada 
Dax Roofing Company – Clinton Township, MI 

E3 Roofing Group – Olathe, KS 
Guaranty Sheet Metal Works – Kenner, LA 

Innovative Construction & Roofing – St. Louis, MO 
Landmark Exteriors – Norwalk, CT 

Black Diamond Slate Company – Savannah, GA 
Rising & Nelson Slate Company – Middle Granville, NY 

 
 
 
 
 



 

ON LINE POLL 
 

 
 

 
 
The on line poll is a way to voice your opinion with us without 
leaving your name.  Please note that unless you identify 
yourself in the comment section of the response, we don’t know 
who you are.  Therefore, please do not ask for adjustments to 
your listing information without identifying yourself in the 
comments section of the poll response. 

 
 
 
We at the NSA have been considering the possibility of 
including in the newsletter, NSA Update, a Marketplace listing 
for our members to advertise.  Ads could be purchased for a 
small amount to list Equipment for sale, Equipment needed, 
Help wanted ads.  There are pros and cons to this.  It could 
serve the industry well.  Some feel it could be a problem for a 
competing member if Help Wanted ads appear and they lose 
valued employees.  Should the NSA offer this service to their 
members?   
 

You decide – Click below to vote! 
http://slateassociation.org/member-poll-marketplace-listing-

in-nsa-update 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
The results are IN: 

 
We asked, and you responded.  The question was:  On our 
website, we have a searchable database.  Currently, 
contractors are only listed as serving the states they are 
located in.  Would it be a benefit to you if you could have your 
company listed in additional states that you are currently 
licensed in or currently serve? 
 

Yea:       5       Nay:        1 
 

The Yea’s have it! 
 

Stay tuned for the results of this month’s poll results in 
the next issue of From the RoofTop. 

 
Do you have a question you would like to pose to the 
membership?  Don’t sit and wonder.  Submit your questions and 
we’ll gladly put it in an upcoming issue of From the RoofTop.  
All you need to do is speak up! 
 
 
 



 
Industry Insider 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                   Media 
Contact: Jamie Joffe 

j2 communications  
610.941.4222 (w) 
610.864.5737 (c) 

Jamie@j2online.com 
 

 RUSSELL ROOFING WINS NATIONAL ROOFING CONTRACTORS 
ASSOCIATION’S GOLD CIRCLE AWARD 

 
Esteemed honor for Outstanding Workmanship 

 
Oreland, PA, March, 2010 - -  Russell Roofing announced today 
that they have been awarded a National Roofing Contractors 
Association’s 2010 Gold Circle Award.  Russell Roofing was 
nominated by Tom Macchi for Arcadia University’s Murphy 
Hall in the Outstanding Workmanship: Steep-slope category. 
 
Recognized for the restoration of an architecturally 
distinctive tower for Arcadia University, where President 
Obama recently visited, Russell Roofing was also honored to 
restore a lantern from the White House dating back to 



Lincoln’s presidency, which was damaged in a storm.  Russell 
Roofing has had the privilege to work on many other 
historically registered or landmark proprieties such as 
Carpenters Hall, Rittenhouse Town, and Elfreth’s Alley also 
known as “Our nation’s oldest residential street”.   
 
Russell Roofing also won the Gold Circle Award in 2009 for 
installing a roof and gutter system for Keystone Hospice.  
The project, which also included extensive carpentry work, 
was a complete restoration of this 142 year-old Victorian 
mansion. The residence offers a place where terminally ill 
patients can live out their days in a comfortable, home-like 
environment, surrounded by family and friends.   
 

If it’s Russell, it’s Right. Guaranteed. 
 
 

About Arcadia University: 
 
In the past 30 years, Arcadia University has grown 
significantly from a small undergraduate, liberal arts 
college serving a traditional-age student body, to a 
comprehensive university serving more than 3,700 men and 
women, ages 17 to 77, through part-time and full-time, 
daytime, and evening, undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The University also operates one of the largest study abroad 
programs in the U.S.,  serving another 3,000 students each 
year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Refer a Friend 
 
We know that the economic environment is not what it was a short year 
ago.  Therefore, we at the NSA are trying to offer opportunities to cut 
the cost of your 2011 membership. 
 
Do you know someone in our industry  that is not a member of the NSA?  
Refer a member, and receive a credit of 20% off your dues.  Simply email 
the Membership Chairman, Matt Hicks at matthicks@slateassociation.org 
the company name that you are referring to the NSA. Upon receipt of 
their paid membership, we’ll pay you back with NSA Bucks. Refer 5 
members, get your membership for free in 2011!   
 

Visit - http://slateassociation.org/join-nsa/ 
For a copy of the NSA Member Application 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Contractor Spotlight 
 
 
 
 
 
Company: The Fick Bros Roofing & Exterior Remodeling Company 
Address: 1200 East 25th Street Baltimore, MD 21218 
Phone:          410-889-5525                Fax:   410-889-0322 
Website:   www.fickbros.com 
Email:            Info@fickbros.com 
Yrs in business:      61                # of employees:   45 
 
 

Company Bio: 
 
 
Fick Bros. is a fourth generation family business that specializes in 
residential roofing and exterior remodeling, with specific expertise 
in slate, custom metal roofing and repairs and restoration. We take 
tremendous pride in our employees and their work. We have no 
equal when it comes to customer service and satisfaction in the 
construction and remodeling industry. 
 
 
 



 
 
What is your most memorable slate roofing project?   
For over 61 years we have completed many memorable slate roofing 
projects, most of which we do not have photos of any longer. Some 
of the larger projects are – 

• Johns Hopkins University - Student Dormitories 
• Johns Hopkins University - Physics Building 
• Washington College – William Smith Hall 
• Gilman School - Middle School Building 
• Gilman School - Lower School Building 
• Numerous private residences in the Baltimore area 

 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Fick Brothers roofing & Exterior remodeling company 

Replacement of flashings makes an old roof new again. 

 
What are you most proud of about your company? 

1. Our customer service - We provide outstanding customer 
service and we produce high quality roofing and remodeling 
service. We do not ‘cut corners’ but deliver ‘up to a standard, 
not down to a price’. 

 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Fick Brothers Roofing & Exterior Remodeling Company 



New copper valleys properly installed will certainly extend the life of this slate roof. 
 

 
2. Our employees – we have the best employees in the industry, 

second to none.  They understand our business philosophy. 
They are professional craftsmen installing quality 
workmanship. 

 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Fick Brothers Roofing & Exterior Remodeling Company 

 
Taking great care to ensure every project is given the very best Fick Brothers has to offer. 

 
 

3. Our longevity - Our family has been in business for almost 100 
years and the fourth generation has just taken the reins. 
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Custom copper work is second nature here at Fick Brothers. 

 
 

4. Our reputation – We are the standard in our industry in the 
Baltimore area.  We have worked long and hard to achieve 
that plateau and we work even harder to maintain it. 

 
 
 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Fick Brothers Roofing & Exterior Remodeling Company 

 
With the restoration complete, this slate roof is once again ready to take on Mother Nature.  All 
thanks to Fick Brothers, their dedicated employees and their commitment to the industry.   Quality 

repairs, quality workmanship, desperately needed to maintain the world’s most impressive structures. 

 
 
What is your biggest challenge facing you today?  

1. Explaining to prospective buyers that the competition is NOT 
equal and that real quality costs more  

2. Finding and training young roofers to be the professional 
craftsmen of tomorrow 

 
We thank Fick Brothers Roofing & Exterior Remodeling Company for 
sharing their work, their thoughts and their craft. 
 
In each e-edition of From The ROOFTOP, we will be spotlighting members 
of the association. This is a way for you to show off a little. Tell us about 
your most memorable slate roofing project.  Include photos which can 
become part of our Photo Gallery on our website. Got an interesting 
detail that you want to share? Send along the photos. Download the 
Contractor Spotlight form by clicking http://slateassociation.org/wp-
content/uploads/ContractorSpotlightInfoRequest2010.doc then email 
it to joannebaker@slateassociation.org. We love to shine the spotlight 
on the best in the business. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What has the NSA done for you lately?  Keep looking for upcoming issues 
of the NSA Update Newsletter.  Here’s what we’re working on. 

• Fire Testing 
• The new manual is in its final stages…..we’re on the home stretch. 
• New members are joining every month.  Stay tuned to see who’s 

news. 
 
 

The NSA is your organization.  Let us know what is on your mind.  All 
members of the Board of Directors are listed on our website, 
http://www.slateassociation.org.  Let us hear from you.   

 
 

 
The National Slate Association 

P. O. Box 172          Poultney, VT  05764          Toll Free (866)256-2211 
http://www.slateassociation.org 


